
E na c t m e nt  o f  t he  Vete r i na r y  
N urse s  (Pet  A ni m a l s )  A c t
(Quality assurance for veterinary care, improvement of 
working conditions/environments for veterinary nurses)

Start of unified certification exam (February 2013)

Establishment of the Japanese Veterinary Nursing 
Association

Establishment of the Council for the Certification 
of Registered Veterinary Nurse
10 organizations including the Japan Veterinary 
Medical Association

Multiple private organizations 
with qualifications training 
courses of varying standards

Difficulties in measuring skill and 
knowledge acquisition levels

Instability of working conditions 
for veterinary nurses

Quality Assurance Program for Applied Professional 
Postsecondary Courses
(Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology)
Third-party evaluation system (utilizing ISO)

CHALLENGES FOR THE FUTURE

Improving the competency of veterinary nurses (pet animals)

Enhancing education provided after the acquisition of national 
qualifications

Review Board on the State of Veterinary Nursing
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries

Improvement of high-level core curriculum and lesson syllabus 
for veterinary nurse training
(Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology)

Re-education Program for Veterinary Nursing (Pet 
Animals)
(Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology)
Veterinary nursing core texts 1-6

Scope of work, curriculums, requirements for 
educational institutions, examinations, etc.


