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Opening Address
“Quality Assurance and Qualifications Framework for
Japanese Professional Higher Education: Now and Its Future
Direction”

Akihiko Kawaguchi

Representative Director
Institution for Accreditation and Quality Assurance of Professional Higher Education

Abstract

In a knowledge-based society characterized by rapid scientific-technological progress and globalization, higher
education is expected to develop a broad spectrum of skilled professionals. The strength of higher education in
the 21st century lies in its intellectual productivity, intellectual diversity, and intellectual mobility. In such an era,
vigorous efforts are being made in nations around the world to undertake higher education reform, including
improvements to degree and certifications frameworks and quality assurance of education.

With this social context in mind, the Institution for Accreditation and Quality Assurance of Professional Higher
Education (QAPHE) hosted the international symposium titled “Quality Assurance for Professional Higher
Education” in 2018 and organized “Quality Assurance and Qualifications Framework for Professional Higher
Education” this year. My opening remarks will address the direction of the qualifications framework underlying
quality assurance for professional higher education in the 21st century, as well as accreditation for higher
education that will contribute to enhanced intellectual mobility across national borders and educational sectors.

Reference: Akihiko Kawaguchi (2015) “Theory and Practice of Quality Assurance for Professional Higher
Education (Series of Quality Assurance for Specialized Training Colleges)” QAPHE (Ed.) Gyosei Corporation.
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